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believed that he could get over the opposition of the Zen-
trum, but even that he could rally the whole German nation
to his standard. At all events this is strongly stressed in
certain speeches which he made during the month of June.
Part of a statement by the Government made on 4th June
1932 reads thus : e The German nation is undergoing a
spiritual and material crisis which is without precedent. If
it is to tread with any prospect of success the thorny path to
freedom in internal and foreign affairs, the sacrifices it is
called upon to make are enormous. They may only be
borne if it succeeds in discovering its spiritual foundations
by means of a combination of all constructive and loyal,
in short all national forces.5
In an interview which he gave to Stephan Lauzanne, the
correspondent of the Petit Parisien, at Lausanne, on soth June
of the same year, he said among other things : 6 To-day I
represent, what my predecessors could never say of them-
selves, all the national forces in Germany. Thus in me
France has a guarantee that in the conclusion of the Franco-
German agreement the whole of Germany signs what I shall
sign. In previous attempts at rapprochement France has
only met the Left. Is it not interested now to meet the
Right, that is to say., the whole of Germany ? *
Here we can trace a clear allusion to his rapprochement
with National Socialism. A few days later, in a speech over
the radio at Lausanne, he went further by stating : c The
present distress of Germany demands nothing less than the
final throwing into the scale of the new united forces. It
would be impossible at this juncture to lead Germany and
to keep at arms* length movements which incorporate,
instinctively and voluntarily, Germany's will to live.*
What caused Papen to rely so much on an alliance with
the National Socialists ? Well, Schleicher had been hard
at work here too. A few days after Papen's appointment, the
Reichswehr General had invited Adolf Hitler, the leader of
the National Socialist Party, to the Fiirstenburg estate in
Mecklenburg, A long interview took place, in the course
of which Hitler once more solemnly declared that he would